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all things are resolvable; and the Platonic after-life of   CHAP. i.
the f ee intelligence is a positive exercise of intellec-
tion, neither a Hindu absorption into the fontal essence,
nor a Buddhist extinction into the aboriginal nothing-
ness of things.

The thesis of universal misery is a natural sequel'Asiatic and
of the doctrine of the migration of the soul. In his SSSSn.
Dialogues concerning Natural Religion, Hume has
painted for us the miseries of life in dark colours, but
these are not nearly dark enough for the Hindu. For
him, the miseries of his present life, hunger, thirst, and
faintness, weariness, care, sickness, bereavement, dying
pangs, are to repeat themselves in life after life, and
death after death, in endless iteration. The morbid
reverie of the hypochondriac is gaiety by the aide of
this Indian pessimism, and .this pessimism is the ever-
present thought, the very motive power of Indian
speculation.

rt The whole earth, believe me, Philo, is cursed and pol- Hume's pie-
luted.    A perpetual war is kindled amongst aD living tSies 3
creatures. Necessity, hunger, want, stimulate the strong bfe*
and courageous; fear, anxiety, terror, agitate the weak
and infirm.   The first entrance into life gives anguish
to the new-born infant and to its wretched parent:
weakness, impotence, distress, attend each stage of that
life; and it is at last finished in agony and horror,

" Observe too, says Philo, the curious artifices of
nature in order to embitter the life of every living
being. The stronger prey upon the weaker, and keep
them in perpetual terror tod anxiety. The weaker,
too, in their turn, often prey upon the stronger, and
vex and molest them without relaxation. Consider
that innumerable race of insects, which either are bred
on the body of each animal, or, tiying about, infix their
stings in him. These insects have others still less than
themselves which torment them. And thus, on each
hand, before and behind, above and below, every ani-